
 

 

What have we noticed 

happening in the World Cup so 

far, watching from our seats on 

The Natch Wall? 

Well! 

There haven’t been enough bloody 

draws, for one. What’s all this nonsense 

with teams going out gung-ho and 

attacking all over the show? Even in the 

last minute (have a word with yourself, 

USA and Switzerland). The first group 

matches of any World Cup, it has long 

been established now, are a time for ‘not 

losing’, ‘feeling the opposition out’ and 

‘getting a point on the board’. So who 

the hell is corrupt enough to start fixing 

games from the off? 

Next up: the Mexican Wave. Once 

invented by Mexicans in 1986 as a sign of 

appreciation for verve and audacity on 

the pitch, as a way of celebrating all that 

was good about Butragueno, Elkjaer, 

Altobelli, Culemans, Scifo, Francescoli, 

Careca, Ruggeri and, er Colin Clarke.  

 

 

 

 

 

Nowadays, of course, it’s a sign of 

boredom. But couldn’t the crowd at 

Nigeria v Iran have waited till at least one 

full minute had elapsed before 

embarking on the first Mexican Wave? 

 

 

Goal-line technology! It doesn’t work! The 

first time they bleedin’ need to use it and, 

whilst the computer graphics told us the 

ball was over the line, there was no 

conclusive real-time footage of this. Mind, 

it has shown us clearly the ball going over 

the line for other goals: when the ball’s 

smashed into the back of the net for 

example, we see that at the moment it 

crossed the line, it, er, crossed the line. 

Portuguese Ronaldo’s already having a 

sulk. While the headline writers wished it 

was Hulk having a sulk, it’s Ron who’s 

gone all upside-down mouthed at his 

team-mates inability to put the ball on his 

bonce in front of goal or on his toe 40 

yards out so he can do a solo. Unwilling to 

run after the ball, especially when his 

fellow Real Madridista Pepsi got sent off, 

he has looked anything but any good. He 

has thankfully, however, clocked up a 

total of 4,011 step-overs to date. In one 

game. 

Unfortunately the stadia seem to have all 

been completed on time just about – 

certainly all the seats have been put in as 

we can see half of them during the 

games! It was surprising to note from 

FIFA’s footage of the England v West 

Germany semi-final in 1990 that there 

were many empty seats then, too. But for 

this day and age, with most Brazilian 

stadia only holding 40,000 it is odd that 

there are gaps in the crowd. Could FIFA 

have not just handed out some free 

tickets to kids in the favellas or taken a 

back-hander for them or something? It’s 

unbelievable that FIFA missed this golden 

opportunity for a spot of corruption... 

 

World Cup Watch! 

Francescoli: worth a wave.  

 

 

More World Cup Watch from The 

Natch Wall soon! 

 

 

 

 

 


